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General Requirements: 
Designers Qualification and Registration Requirements: 

Homeowners submitting designs for their own residence are exempt from qualification 
and registration requirement, however, individuals and agencies providing design 
services to the public have to meet the qualification and registration requirements set 
out by the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing. You can confirm the qualification 
and registration status of your designer by referring to the ministry’s on-line qualification 
and registration system (QUARTs) at www.obc.mah.gov.on.ca to  

Zoning Requirements: 

To obtain your building permit, your proposed deck construction must comply with all 
provisions of The Town of Aurora Zoning By-law. Please note that decks less than 2 feet 
above finished grade do not require a permit.  However, they must comply with the 
zoning requirements. For more information about zoning requirements, please contact 
The Town of Aurora Building Division at (365) 500-2081 or building@aurora.ca.  

Application Requirements: 

• Completed buildings permit application form 
• The most recent copy of a site plan for the property showing dimensions of all 

existing buildings and structures, and their setbacks.  The proposed deck is to be 
plotted on the site plan and setback dimensions to all property lines are required 
to be shown thereon. (See attached sample site plan) 

• Construction drawings including framing plan, elevation, section and details. The 
attached template drawing and details could be used instead of construction 
drawings providing all required dimensions and information are shown on “Deck 
Framing Plan”. 

• Registered Maintenance Easement documentation (where applicable) 
• Permit fee payable at time of application by cheque, cash, debit or credit card 
• All applications are to be submitted electronically, please visit our website for 

further information. 
Required Mandatory Inspections: 

It is the owner's / contractor’s responsibility to provide notice of readiness for inspections 
at prescribed stages of construction. There are two mandatory inspections for residential 
deck projects: prior to backfilling foundations (piers) and after completion of project.    

To Arrange an inspection: 

1. As a registered user, you can schedule an inspection(s) through Portal 
https:/cvportal.aurora.ca/Portal/ 

2. Email you request to building.inspections@aurora.ca or call 905-726-4778 

mailto:building@aurora.ca
https://www.aurora.ca/en/home-and-property/applications-permits-and-inspections.aspx
mailto:building.inspections@aurora.ca
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Call before you dig: 

Please note that it is the owner's / contractor’s responsibility to call the utility companies 
to locate any underground utility lines within the construction zone to avoid damaging 
them during the construction. 

For more information about permit holders’ responsibilities please refer to “Builders 
Information Sheet” that comes with your building permit which is also available on our 
website at www.aurora.ca. 

 
How to Use This Guide: 
Use the following steps: 

1. Start by filling the following information on the blank area shown on “Deck Framing Plan”. 
Overall length and width of deck, pier spacing, joist span and maximum height of the deck 
above grade. 

 

Note 1: In order to use Table 2 provided in this guide choose pier spacing of 3m or less. 

Note 2: Maximum height refers to the height of the post from the top of the concrete pier to 
surface of the deck. 

2. On Table 1 use the maximum height of the deck to determine the size of the wood posts. 
 

3. On Table 1 use the post size, maximum height and roof snow load of 1.5 kPa for projects 
within Aurora area (bolded column) to determine the maximum supported deck area from the 
Table 1. 
 

Note: the maximum supported deck area shown on Table 1 refers to the maximum deck area 
allowed to be supported on a post where no bracing is provided.  

4. Calculate the actual supported deck area on a post in your plan as per Fig 1.  
 (Supported Deck Area: Area enclosed by half of the spans on each sides of the post including 

cantilevered area.) 

Note:  Use the middle post with largest pier spacing and joist span for the calculation on this 
step.   

5. Compare the actual supported deck area that you calculated on step 4 with the maximum 
supported deck area that you determined from Table1 on step 3. Where the actual supported 
deck area exceeds the maximum supported deck area listed on Table1, bracing must be 
provided as per attached bracing detail. 
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6. On Table 2 use joist span to determine the joist size. 
 

7. On Table 2 use pier spacing, joist span and soil bearing capacity of 1500 PSF (75 kPa) to 
determine the size of the piers and beams. 

 

Note: Soil bearing capacity to be considered as 1500 PSF (75 kPa) unless shown otherwise 
on soil report. 

8. Fill out all the above information on the “Deck Framing Plan” and submit this page and all 
attached applicable details with the rest of the documents required for your permit 
application. 

 

Note 1: Please provide your own deck framing plan if your deck layout is different from what 
shown as “Deck Framing Plan” (Use the same concept and provide the same information). 
Also, you need to provide your own details if you are using any alternate details other than 
those provided in this guide. 

Note 2: All exterior guards serving a residential occupancy must be designed to prevent 
climbing as per instructions. 
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Sample Site Plan: 
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Fig.1 How to calculate the  
actual supported deck area  
for a post. 
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TABLE 2 

(SOIL BEARING CAPACITY TO BE CONSIDERED 1500 PSF (75 kPa) UNLESS SHOWN OTHERWISE ON SOIL REPORT) 
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