
TOWN OF AURORA

ADDITIONAL ITEMS
FOR ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE

MEETING

Wednesday, June 10, 2015
7 p.m.

Holland Room

Delegation (b) Klaus Wehrenberg, Resident Pg. 1
Re: Item 1 – Extract from Council Meeting of April 28, 2015

Re: New Business Motion No. 1 re Community Gardens

Additional Information to Item 1 – Extract from Council Meeting of Pg. 2
April 28, 2015; Re: New Business Motion No. 1 re Community Gardens

Item 4 – Correspondence from Tom Chervinsky, Canadians for Clean Pg. 7
Prosperity
Re: Garbage to Gold Campaign to Bring Individual Producer

Responsibility to Ontario

RECOMMENDED:

THAT the Correspondence from Tom Chervinsky, Canadians for Clean Prosperity,
regarding Garbage to Gold Campaign to Bring Individual Producer Responsibility to
Ontario be received; and

THAT the Environmental Advisory Committee provide direction.
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March 2015

Re: Neighbourhood Garden Proposal for (McMahon Park)

Background

Since (Spring 2014), the Town of Aurora has been working with local residents and community
groups to explore the possibility of establishing a new neighbourhood garden on public land.
This neighbourhood garden initiative falls within Aurora’s Official plan of action of “Continue to
support and enhance community planting programs in appropriate locations”. This action
supports both the Community Goal and Natural Environment Goal through the following
objectives: Encouraging an Active and Healthy Lifestyle, Promoting and Advancing Green
Initiatives.

The proposed site for a pilot neighbourhood community garden is McMahon Park. This site has
been identified through discussions with local resident groups. Community gardens can offer
residents a place to meet neighbours; a place to get fresh air and exercise; a place to feel
accomplishment; and most importantly, a place to grow their own food. Community gardens are
important tools towards reducing our carbon footprint by allowing those who choose to live in
urban areas, the opportunity to spend time working with nature by growing food, and being able
to walk or cycle to the garden.

A ‘community garden’ is defined as a site operated by volunteers where:

A parcel of land is used for the production of produce for the personal use of its
members, through allotted or shared plots
Demonstration gardening or other instructional programming may be offered
Plots and services such as water, tilling and shared tools are usually provided to
members, in exchange for a fee.

Project Details

Existing community gardens in Aurora have waiting lists, and the proposed neighbourhood
garden at McMahon Park will be designed to meet the increasing need for garden space and
offer the neighbourhood, a place for community members to gather, a sustainable food source,
gardening space, mentoring and educational opportunities, prospect of community partnerships,
joint stewardship of public spaces, while contributing to active and healthy lifestyles. McMahon
Park is a large public space, with areas of high sun exposure and acceptable soil. The project
also intends to maintain the integrity of this public space, by respecting the current layout of the
land and developing the community garden in an underutilized portion of the park, where it will
not disrupt current park uses.
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As a site for a community garden, the park provides both adequate space and conditions ideal
for growing food. The proposed community garden may contain:

Up to 668 m2 of garden space, less during the initial phase (first couple of years)
Fence
Shed
Fruit tree orchard
Community seating area for educational seminars/demonstrations

Proposed Community Garden Development Timeline and Resources

To determine interest in developing a community garden at McMahon Park, in 2014/ 2015 the
Town of Aurora will be conducting …

A Community interest survey
Public meeting (Date to be determined)
Design of garden space by town staff
Public outreach to follow garden design

Subject to community support for the proposed community garden at McMahon Park and
Council approval, the Town of Aurora will:

Provide in-kind support to the pilot neighbourhood garden site through provision of
compost, mulch, raised beds, access to Parks irrigation
Provide shed and fence
Provide soil testing
Provide horticultural support
Provide insurance
Participate in annual review of garden

There will be a public open house to discuss the Neighbourhood Garden Proposal for McMahon
Park date?..... at McMahon Park from 6-7pm. Come out to ask questions, give your feedback,
and meet some neighbors who garden.

For more information about the proposed community garden at McMahon Park, please contact
905-727-3123 Sara Tienkamp @ ext. 3223.
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Resident Survey for Neighbourhood Garden Proposal for (McMahon Park)

***The following Survey is available on line @ https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/McMahonPark

Resident Contact Information (optional)

1) Name:

2) Email address:

3) Phone Number:

4) Do you ⃝ Support ⃝ Somewhat Support ⃝ Not Support
the development of a neighbourhood garden in McMahon Park open to nearby residents?

5) Do you agree with the proposed location of the garden within McMahon Park? ⃝ yes ⃝ no

6) a) Would you be interested in having a garden plot in the Neighbourhood Garden? ⃝ yes ⃝ no

b) Would you prefer a raised garden plot or a plot at grade? ⃝ at grade
⃝ raised

7) Do you have any physical needs we should be aware of when it comes to designing the garden space
e.g.wheelchair or scooter accessibility? ⃝ yes ⃝ no

8) Are you interested in participating in this project? ⃝ yes ⃝ no

9) What would you like included in the garden. (please check all that apply)
o Up to a maximum of 668 m2of garden space
o Fence
o Shed
o Fruit tree orchard (outside of gardening area)
o Community seating area for educational seminars/demonstrations

10) Please add any additional comments you may have:

There will be a public open house to discuss the Neighbourhood Garden Proposal for McMahon
Park on date? Tbd….. at McMahon Park from 7 – 8 pm.
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From: Tom Chervinsky [mailto:tchervinsky@cleanprosperity.ca]
Sent: Monday, March 09, 2015 2:53 PM
To: geoff@geoffdawe.com
Subject: Your support for Producer Responsibility

Dear Mayor Dawe,

Thank you for your support of Garbage to Gold, Canadian’s for Clean Prosperity’s campaign to bring
Individual Producer Responsibility to Ontario. We’ve made tremendous progress but need your help to
take it to the next level.

So far, Barrie, Clarington, Ajax and Durham Regional councils have endorsed resolutions calling on the
province to implement Producer Responsibility. If you’re interested in passing a resolution at your
council – please let me know.We can provide a draft resolution, talking points and communications
tools.

As the province moves into a new stage of planning this legislation, we are refocussing our efforts on
engaging as many Ontario voters as possible. To that end, we’re hoping you can help us spread the
word about this important issue and recruit supporters to our petitions.We’ve created a toolkit for
councillors [click here]. The toolkit contains 3 different message frameworks for you to choose from –
each with text, a facebook post, a tweet and a petition that you can share with your constituents and
networks via social media, email lists, or newsletters. There is also a more detailed article you can share
with your constituents or the media. I hope you’ll share the message you think will resonate best with
your supporters and help us grow this movement to create jobs, reduce waste and save billions of
dollars.

Thank you
TOM CHERVINSKY
Acting Executive Director
VP Campaigns

T: 416.777.2327 | F: 416.777.2524
E: tchervinsky@cleanprosperity.ca | @tomchervinsky

CANADIANS FOR CLEAN PROSPERITY
Building a strong economy
cleanprosperity.ca | fb.com/cleanprosperity | @cleanprosperity
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